Why Mary ....?

When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to hirfl’hey have no more wine.”
“Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus repliedMy time has not yet come.”
His mother said to the servants “Do whatever he tid you”

- John 2:3-5

Some 2000 years ago, the hosts of a Wedding fe&sna of Galilee in Israel faced an

embarrassing circumstance when they realized they tlo not have enough wine for the
guests. A lad of 30 called Jesus, his mother Maxy a bunch of Jesus’ friends were
among the many invitees sharing this joyful ocaaslesus was probably having a good
old chat with his group of friends and wishing tlewly weds a happy life together, when
his mother interrupted and called him. Then theveboonversation takes place.

It is rather puzzling to acknowledge the fact thesus did not know or did not take any
notice of the issue the hosts were facing. Wasgabse he was having such a great time
he did not know what was happening? Or maybe Hezedat and didn’t want to give a
helping hand? Or was it because he wanted to helpvés not courageous enough to do
so? We could but wonder! Why didn’t he act on his@ Could not God see that these
people were in trouble?

Mary noticed the difficulty of the hosts.
Mary took an action.

Mary had to inform him that they have run out oh&i Mary brought it to his attention,
whether he liked it or not. Then Jesus’ reply dieahows that he was not prepared to get
involved. He was reluctant to act. “My time has get come”. Mary did not sit and
argued with him, but ordered the servants to dotewe he tells them to do. She
completely ignored his excuse and urged him taight now and not later. What do we
make out of this conversation? Knowing who Jesuw/ig/ didn’t she think that he will
figure out the problem by himself? Was Mary an iageé woman who wants to order
Jesus around?

No. Mary was the one who knew the helplessnesfi@tbsts. She was the one who
understood what great trouble they were having.v&gethe one who realized their need.
She was “closer” to human day-to-day life. Sheas@od and clearly she could not help
those people by herself. But she did what she cdoldShe acted as a medium of
communication between human difficulty and the @ratGod. She asked for the Divine
Help which she knew Jesus was capable of. And Jeassobedient. He obeyed Mary
even when he was thinking that his time has notgste.



Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind usethéylews for ceremonial washing,
each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. Jesal 40 the servants, “Fill the jars with
water”; so they filled them to the brim.

- John 2:6-7

A senseless order!

Jesus ordered the servants to fill the jars witlkewand they obeyed him without any
guestion. Why did they not even question what ybisng man wants the jars to be filled
with water for? Surely they could not see any sensélling jars with water with
relevance to the need of more wine? How is Jesumydo solve the problem by filling
jars with water? Wouldn't it be more practicalliety laughed at him or called him a mad
man? Yet the Bible clearly states that Jesus sdiet servants, “Fill the jars with water”
and that they filled them to the brim!

It was Mary who asked the servants to do whategsus) asked them to do, however
senseless or useless it may seem. And the serghaied him without any question.

They put an effort, keeping their trust in Mary alesus. And what was the outcome? A
miracle. He turned water into wine. Was Jesus aiciaa How do we say that it was a
miracle and not magic? How do we define the difieeebetween magic and miracles?

Difference between miracles and magic

We could say that any seemingly impossible achiemtmvhich could be explained

scientifically is magic while any such impossibkrformance that could not be explained
by any means of science, as a miracle. Convertaigmnto wine could not be explained
by any means of science, hence it was a miracléadm it is considered to be the first
miracle performed by Jesus.

It sounds almost sad that Jesus performed hisnfirsicle when he was thinking that his
time has not yet come and at a time when he didwaott to get involved. Was it a
coincident that Mary asked Jesus to perform hss firiracle?

Did Mary persuade Jesus to start his public life?

Was it also a mere coincident that Jesus callecaH@&roman” rather than “mother” at

this occasion? Why would he call her by a genemhtike “woman”? Was it because he
was annoyed with her? Was it because he saw ushble humanity, persuading him to
begin his spiritual journey on our behalf, throug?



A “New” Wine!

Also, it should be noted that he turned water ifitew” wine. Here we find another
simple question. Why did not he produce the “sami@€ or the “old” wine? Why did he
produce a noticeably better wine? Was he incapafigbeoducing the same wine? Or did
he want to get the attention of people?

No. He wanted to bring our attention to the faett ttihe time of “Old” wine is complete
and it is time for “New” wine to be served. Thusdraws a clear line between the Old
and the New Testaments. The new wine symbolizesNthe Testament while the old
wine represents the Old Testament. Jesus is theuwr@syv In him, the Old Testament was
made complete and in him, the New Testament wasghtoto life. What has this
understanding got anything to do with Mary?

Why Mary?

The sinful nature man adopted at the time of Adach Bve was passed from generation
to generation until the time of the last prophethnidhe Baptist. Throughout the Old
Testament God has been in “direct” contact withpbeoguiding, protecting and even
punishing them at times. It is as if people in @& Testament needed constant
“attention” of God like a man in his childhood.

Eve tempted Adam to sin against God. Similarly, gnode contrarily, Mary persuaded
Jesus to create a world of Love. The Old Testamwéith was based on sin was replaced
by Love. In Jesus, humanity has grown into manhaod we may feel that God no
longer have “direct” contact with us. That is whére Blessed Mary intercedes for us in
front of God.

Mary was the woman who invited Jesus to commergsyiritual journey. She reminded

him of his duty and urged him not to delay his wdrike Eve who tempted Adam to sin

in the Old Testament, Mary tempted Jesus to starptiblic life. She is the Eve of the

New Testament. She understood the need for Jesardiihgs for the people at the time.
She understood that Jesus had to start his pufielisdoner and she took this opportunity
to point it out to him.

Jesus called her “woman”. He combined all humamtyne word and addressed us
through her. It is ironic to note that the nextditme called her “woman”, it was while he
was dying on the cross.



When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciplenem he loved standing near by,
he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your $6 and to the disciple, “Here is
your mother.”
- John 19:26-27

The spiritual journey he chose on behalf of the iwlmmanity has begun and ended and
Mary was the person who was there with him at lioties and throughout. It is like an
answer to her persuasion at the Wedding at Cand¢hstarted his ministerial work and
he is ending his sacred journey by making her tbéher of all humanity. His work for
us has been completed and it is time for us toHigdeaching. She represented us then in
front of her beloved son who was dying and sheessgnts us today in front of God.

Mary asked the servants to obey him, to put anrteflo our day-to-day lives, the
message from Mary is to put an effort into Jeseathings however senseless or foolish
they may seem at times. As a simple example, wefmdyt foolish to show your other
cheek to a person who slapped your face. But shahat we are asked to do.

Like the servants who filled the jars with water,life we may find situations where as
Christians we have to follow Christ in rather sesghy foolish ways according to the
standards of the world. The servants at the wedfliagt did not question, but obeyed.
Surely Jesus could have produced wine without theip. But he asked them to give
some effort. He respected the “free-will” God haseg us. It was up to them to choose
whether to obey him or not and they made the riggdision. They trusted and obeyed
him. And what was the outcome? A miracle. Woulddatimpossible for us to experience
miracles in our lives? Do miracles happen onhjhatttime of Jesus?

No. Knowingly or unknowingly we have come acrossatles in our lives. But they are
not to be taken as granted. We need to obey tlohitegs of Jesus and we need to put an
effort into practicing them. We need the help andp®rt of Blessed Mary in our lives to
get closer to God. And what we have to do is ttowlthe instruction she gave to the
servants of that wedding feast... “Do whatever his tgdu”... for the miracles of life to
happen...

As one of the many beautiful hymns dedicated to veuld say, she is the star that
guides our ships in this ocean of life.

Hail, O Star of the ocean...
God's own Mother blest;
Ever sinless Virgin,
Gate of Heavenly rest...



